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Oboist Alone And Aided

By Allan Kozinn

Blair Tindall, an oboist who plays with Orpheus, the Orchestra of St. Luke's and several other New York ensembles, played a clever, stylistically varied debut program at Weill Recital Hall on Sunday afternoon. She also brought a few notable collaborators. 

With the tenor Robert White, she offered Vaughan Williams's "Blake Songs," in which the oboe line serves as a commentary on the impassioned vocal line. Mr. White's voice had greater weight than it once did, and he sang the Blake texts movingly.

Ms. Tindall was joined by members of the Colorado String Quartet for a beautifully balanced and carefully shaped account of the Mozart Oboe Quartet. Her sound was narrowly focused and as sweet as an oboe timbre can be, and her phrasing in the finale was bright and playful. 

That playfulness enlivened other works on the program. With Brian Zeger, a pianist, she played a Telemann Sonata in C minor, and applied ornamentation that was adventurous, sometimes unconventional, and consistently rich in character.

Ms. Tindall also played a group of pieces about insects. One, Elizabeth Brown's attractive, tenaciously melodic "Boll Weevil" was a world premiere, but there is apparently a tradition of bug-inspired oboe music. In "The Grasshopper and the Ant," Antal Dorati evaded tonality and gave the oboe wide leaps and speedy runs. Benjamin Britten, in "The Grasshopper" and "The Wasp," presented similar challenges in a more tonal, humorous style.

Ms. Tindall met those technical demands easily. She and Mr. Zeger also gave a graceful, vibrant performance of the Saint-Saens Oboe Sonata.

